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SUBJECT: UGTT CELEBRATES ANNIVERSARY, CONSOLIDATES DOMESTIC 
POSITION 

REF: TUNIS A-141, DECEMBER 29, 1976 

1 . ON JANUARY 20 GENERAL UNION OF TUNISIAN WORKERS (UGTT) 
CELEBRATED ITS 31ST ANNIVERSARY AT GABES IN SOUTHERN TUNISIA. 

THE MEETING, PRESIDED OVER BY UGTT SECRETARY GENERAL 
HABIB ACHOUR, WAS ATTENDED BY GOT MINISTERS MONCEF 
BELHADJ AMOR (NATIONAL ASSEMBLY RELATIONS) AND 
MOHAMED ENNACEUR (SOCIAL AFFAIRS), FOREIGN DELEGATES 
INCLUDING ICFTU LEADER OTTO KERSTEN AND AFL-CIO EUROPEAN 
REPRESENTATIVE IRVING BROWN, AND NUMEROUS TUNISIAN TRADE 
UNIONISTS. 

2. SPEECHES GIVEN AT CEREMONY TOOK NOTE OF RECENT SALARY 
INCREASES DECREED BY THE GOT (SEE TUNIS 0517) AND 
IMPORTANT ROLE PLAYED BY UGTT IN TUNISIAN HISTORY AND 

IN CURRENT NATIONAL AFFAIRS. MINISTER FOR RELATIONS 
WITH NATIONAL ASSEMBLY AND SECRETARY GENERAL OF GOVERNMENT 
BELHADJ AMOR TOOK SPECIAL NOTE OF PRESENCE OF TWO MINISTERS 
AS EVIDENCE OF GOT'S HIGH REGARD FOR UGTT AND FOR ACHOUR'S 
PERSONAL CONTRIBUTION. 
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3. WITH UGTT CELEBRATING ITS ANNIVERSARY AND ENJOYING 
OFFICIAL PRAISE FOR ITS ROLE IN SALARY READJUSTMENT 
PROCESS, ATTACKS AGAINST SCHOUR AND UGTT WHICH EMANATED 
FROM HIGH PSD CIRCLES IN LATE 1976 HAVE DISAPPEARED. 

PSD DIRECTOR MOHAMED SAY AH HAS CEASED HIS REMARKS AGAINST 
"DIVISIVE ELEMENTS" WHILE MINISTER OF INTERIOR TAHAR 
BELKHODJA HAS DELIVERED A MAJOR SPEECH IN WHICH HE SINGLED 
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OUT UGTT AND ACHOUR FOR SPECIAL PRAISE. 

4. IT APPEARS THAT PARTY AND GOVERNMENT HAVE PUT HARD 
FEELINGS CREATED OVER STATE LANDS DISPUTE BEHIND THEM AND 
THAT THEY HAVE ACCEPTED REALITY OF INCREASED INTERNAL 
STRENGTH AND COMBATIVENESS OF UGTT. WHILE PARTY LEADERS 
MIGHT STILL WISH ACHOUR WERE LESS POWERFUL, THEIR RECENT 
ACTIONS INDICATE RECOGNITION OF FACT HE CANNOT BE WEAKENED 
WITHOUT RISK OF SOCIAL DISRUPTION. AS FIFTH DEVELOPMENT 
PLAN IS BEING LAUNCHED AND AS NOUIRA IS TRYING TO TO 

SEEK HIS POLITICAL BASE, GOT CLEARLY SEES THIS RISK TO POLITICAL 
STABILITY AS TOO GREAT. ACHOUR HAS EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS 
TO COOPERATE-ON HIS OWN TERMS- AND THESE NOW SEEM TO HAVE 
BEEN ACCEPTED. 

MULCAHY 
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